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1 Corinthians Part 9: Navigating the Weeds

1 Corinthians Part 9: Navigating the Weeds (Unpalatable Scriptures in 1 Cor)
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Ever notice how Christians disagree on interpreting the Bible?
= Not necessarily bad. You can disagree without being disagreeable!
Let’s look at some ‘unpalatable’ Scriptures in 1 Cor that elicit different responses:
= 1 Corinthians 11:3-16. Hair and hats are pretty important??
= 1 Corinthians 9:13-14. Pastor’s pay. (1 Tim 5:17 says double honor!)
= 1 Corinthians 7:10-15. No on divorce, or stay unmarried. Let the unbeliever leave.
= 1 Corinthians 14:39-40. Some say gifts are not for today.
= 1 Corinthians 6:9-20. Immorality, including men having sex with men.
= 1 Corinthians 14:34-35. Women speaking in church.
I think we can make some progress by looking at two things:
= 1) What is the Spiritual Principle vs what is the Application of the Principle.
= 2)Let’s look at how we Navigate the Weeds.

Spiritual Principles vs Application of those Principles.
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When my wife was 6, her parents read Galatians 4:9-11. They decided to quit Christmas.
*  When Tranette was 16 she read Romans 14:5-6 and they started doing Christmas again.
Well meaning Christians can get weird and oddly specific when they read the Bible. Why?
* In this example it was a misunderstanding of the Spiritual Principle and the Application.
= The Spiritual Principle: Religious works are not the way to follow Jesus. Be Spirit led.
e Application: quit running after Jewish tradition to justify yourselves.
e Mis-Application: We shouldn’t do Christmas in 1977...but Thanksgiving is ok.
What about 1 Cor 11:3-16 with hats and hair styles??
= The Spiritual Principle: Men/husbands need to accept the responsibility for spiritual
leadership in the home and their wives need to support them in that.
= Application back then: all about hats and hairstyles.
e Is the application now the same? No. But, men still need to step up.
How about the immorality stuff from 1 Cor 6?
= The Spiritual Principle: Following Jesus means we need to be Spirit led not flesh led.
= Application back then: quit letting your sinful nature lead you into immorality.
e Is the application the same now? Yes, I would say so.
What about women speaking in church from 1 Cor 14?
= The Spiritual Principle: Don’t let the wrong people speak in, it causes lots of problems.
= The Application back then: Women shouldn’t speak, but ask their husbands at home.
o Is the application the same? For us, we evaluate people individually rather than
on a gender basis. Back then the gender thing had a lot more going on with it.
Do you agree or disagree with me on these? No? So, what do we do now???

How do we ‘Navigate the Weeds?’ Let’s look at some good options and some bad options.

@)
(@)
@)
(@)
@)

Good: Search it out for yourself and come to a conviction. Romans 14:5-6

Bad: Exploit conflict to promote your religious brand. 1 Timothy 6:3-5

Good: Learn how to influence others rather than fight. 2 Timothy 2:22-26

Bad: Major on the minors. Though out John 13:34-35 so we can be self-righteous.
Good: Defend the ministry culture from bad actors. Titus 3:8-11

I love honest loving disagreement.
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We aren’t going to agree on every way to follow Jesus and apply Scripture today.
= There is no reason for that to stop us from walking together when we share the essentials.
= “You don’t have to see eye to eye to walk hand in hand.” Romans 15:7

Thank you so much for being here today! Email prayer@goodhope.ag to put in a prayer request.
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