August 8™ — 9™ 2026
1 Corinthians Part 6: Catching the Heart of God

- 1 Corinthians Part 6: Catching the Heart of God
o Some things are better caught than taught.
=  With God, it is always about the heart. 1 Samuel 16:7
e When you read Matthew 5, you cannot conclude that God cares more about rules
than people getting it.
e Hosea 6:6; Isaiah 1:10-17 are both great examples of how God is looking for
people to get it.
o How do we catch it? To answer that is to also answer why having God’s Spirit is so important.
- 1 Corinthians 2:6-7
o Here’s an interesting study for you. Go look at every time in the New Testament the word
mystery is used.

= Do we still have mysteries? We do! Most of them are in regards to Jesus coming back
and the end times. A great way to get better at unveiling the mysteries of the verses on
end times is to get a good understanding on what it would have been like to unveil the
mysteries we already have uncovered. To get better at interpreting the mysteries of Jesus
coming a 2" time, we should first look at what people got right and wrong when Jesus
came the first time.

- 1 Corinthians 2:8

o Idon’t think Satan knew what was happening when he was trying crucify Jesus. If he had, he
wouldn’t have done it!

o This explains why there is so much mystery. There were many prophecies about Jesus coming
the first time that were cryptic. There are many prophecies about Jesus coming a second time
that are cryptic. Why doesn’t God just speak more plainly?

= [ think some of it is to keep Satan in the dark.
o Matthew 13:11
» The knowledge of God is only given to people who value it. Anyone remember, “Don’t
throw your pearls to pigs?” This is God putting that verse to practice.
= Everyone has access to God’s words, but only some get His thoughts. The thoughts of
God are precious. Revelation is when you understand the thoughts behind the words (it’s
also other things).
o This is why David says Psalm 139:17-18.
= [ think part of what David is experiencing is reading the Old Testament Law and catching
the thoughts behind the words. If you’ve ever experienced that, it’s pretty exciting!
=  Words package thoughts. When reading the Scripture, try to understand the thoughts.
- 1 Corinthians 2:9-10

o Of our own devices, we are incapable of understanding the thoughts of God. We need help.
Fortunately, we have help. God gives us power to understand.

o Does anyone remember Ephesians 3:17-18?

= [t takes power to grasp the love of God. The heart of God and the thoughts of God are so
vast and deep that a human can’t understand them on his own. We need power from God
to understand.

= Ifyou think you’ve fully grasped the love of God, you are deceived. You have not. None
of us have grasped it fully yet. But we can keep taking steps through the power of God.

o The following verses explain how it is that the Spirit of God helps us to understand His thoughts.

- 1 Corinthians 2:11

o You have a body, and you have a spirit. No one knows your mind except your own Spirit. With
God, no one knows His mind and thoughts except His spirit.
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- 1 Corinthians 2:12

O

Only your spirit knows your thoughts. Only God’s Spirit knows His thoughts. Except, if you
have the Spirit of God, that means you also have His thoughts. If you have the Spirit of God,
then you have the mind of God!
This is how we receive power to understand the love of God. If we have His Spirit, then we can
also enter into the mind that loves us.
Sometimes, people wonder, “Why is the Holy Spirit important?” This is why!

=  When you are saved, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit.

= Now, after that, you can also receive the baptism in the Holy Spirit. One is a sealing. One

is an overflowing.

Do you want the baptism in the Holy Spirit? Well, do you want more of His thoughts? Do you
want more power to grasp the love of God? Do you want more revelation? I know I want more
of all of that! If these things come by the Spirit of God, then having more of the Spirit of God
will only enhance those things.

- 1 Corinthians 2:13

(@)
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I think you could also say it, “Expressing spiritual thoughts through Spirit taught words.”

And this is my goal. My goal in preaching is to try to teach you the thoughts behind the words.
But the hearer is the most important. You could sit under the best teaching in the world, but you
still won’t catch it unless you have the Spirit.

- 1 Corinthians 2:14

O

If you read the book of Revelation without the Spirit of God, it’s just a madman stranded on an
island writing down his wild hallucinations. It’s foolishness. You’ll never catch it without the
Spirit of God because these things are spiritually discerned.

I’ve seen very smart people completely miss it when it comes to Scripture because they don’t
spiritually discern. We want to combine mentally discerning and spiritually discerning at the
same time. Just like how we pray with our mind, and we pray with our spirit. We also want to do
that here.

- 1 Corinthians 2:15-16

(@)

Who has known the mind of the Lord? We do! But... we know in part.

- 1 Corinthians 9:19
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Catching the heart and thoughts of God manifests itself in more than just a devotional reading
time. The heart of God shapes the person you become and the calling you receive. It’s a mission.
=  When I became a pastor, I got better heart knowledge of this. Now, this is what I say.

Being a pastor isn’t a job that you take or a title you receive. Being a pastor is a person
you become and a calling you receive.
= Now, that concept I believe is true across whatever God has called you to. If God has
called you to disciple youth, administrate, teach, etc. that’s not just a title. It’s a calling
you receive and a person you become.
People that catch the heart of God don’t just sit around. They move on that.

- 1 Corinthians 9:20-23
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“Whatever it takes.” That’s the sense I get from this passage.

Paul caught the heart of God. How many Christians in the USA have caught this heart? Have you
caught this heart?

When I meet the people in Heaven that caught the heart of God, I want to have some stories of
my own.

- 1 Corinthians 9:24-27
- Send off: prayer@goodhope.ag Thank you so much for coming! Grab a Bible!
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