
September 19th – 20th, 2026   
1 Corinthians Part 12: Resurrection 

   
- 1 Corinthians Recap: 

o This is our last week of the series! Vision series to come… 
- 1 Corinthians Part 12: Resurrection 

o This is going to be a heavier theological sermon today. So, we’ll see how this goes! I’m not sure 
if I’ve ever really preached like this before. We’ll be going through 1 Corinthians 15. The main 
subject of that chapter is resurrection. 

o First, we need to get an understanding of Christ’s resurrection because that is what everything 
hinges on. 

- 1 Corinthians 15:3-8; John 4:24; John 1:14; Luke 24:36-43 
o (John 4:24) God is spirit. 
o (John 1:14) God took on a body. 
o (Luke 24:36-43) When Jesus was raised, He didn’t just raise as Spirit. He was raised in a new 

body.  
 That’s why He proved to them He had a body by eating. They weren’t sure if He was just 

Spirit. Other gospel accounts say that the doors were locked. Since He just appeared like 
that, they thought He was just Spirit. Except, He did have a body! 

 When Jesus was born of Mary, He took up a body like us. After the resurrection, He took 
on a spiritual body or glorified body. 

 We pattern after this. Colossians 1:18 Christ went first. Then, we pattern after Him. 
What do I mean by that? 

- 1 Corinthians 15:39-49; John 21:4; 21; Luke 9:28-30 
o Here’s how it works for those that believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ: You have a natural 

body right now. You also have your soul/spirit. Your natural body dies. When your natural body 
dies, your spirit goes to Heaven to be with the Lord. Eventually, but not right away, you are 
given a spiritual body. That’s how you will exist forever. You will have a new and improved 
spiritual body.  

o When do you get the spiritual body? The Bible tells us in Revelation. 
- Revelation 20:1-15 

o There are two resurrections. 
 One is before the millennial reign. 

• This one is thought of to be for the righteous. 
 One is after the millennial reign. 

• This one is thought of to be for the unrighteous. 
o These verses sometimes lead people to believe that when they die they lay dormant or don’t exist 

or wake up until this time. I don’t think that is correct. Here’s how I believe this to work. 
 For the believer, you have your body and your soul/spirit. When your body dies, you just 

have your soul/spirit left. For those that are in Heaven right now, they are existing as 
spirit (Hebrews 12:23). They have not gotten their spiritual bodies yet though. So, they 
are not lying dormant. They are in Heaven right now, but they don’t have the spiritual 
body yet. They get the spiritual body right before the millennial reign (after the 
tribulation). 

o But not everyone will have to wait for their spiritual body. 
- 1 Corinthians 15:50-55 

o While those in Heaven right now are waiting for their spiritual bodies, the switch from natural to 
spiritual bodies will take place without death for those that are raptured. That’s why it is said 
that, “We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed…,” Some will not have to die to go from 
natural body to spiritual body. 

- 1 Corinthians 15:50; 53 



o Whether raptured or not though, we must all be changed. You cannot walk into Heaven for 
eternity with your perishable body. You need the imperishable body. You must clothe yourself 
with the spiritual body. 

- All of what we talked about today doesn’t matter unless you believe that Jesus was raised from the dead. 
There is only one path to resurrection. There is only One that can give you an imperishable body. 

o Sometimes, people wonder the difference between Christianity and other religions. What’s the 
difference? (from a Micah MacDonald sermon) 
 Muhammad’s grave is occupied. 
 Gautama Buddha’s grave is occupied. 
 Bab (founded a religion that teaches the essential nature of all religions) his grave is 

occupied. 
 Confucius’s grave is occupied. 
 Guru Nanak’s grave is occupied. 
 Baha ullah’s grave occupied. 

o But the grave of Jesus Christ, not occupied! 
 There is only one way to be saved. There is only one way to participate in the first 

resurrection. There is only one way to be raised imperishable. There is only one way to 
Heaven. That way is Jesus Christ. 

- Send off: prayer@goodhope.ag Thank you so much for being with me today! May the Lord bless you!  
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