
 
 

Small Group/Sermon Notes based on “Different and United” 
 
Remember, small groups are primarily for growing closer relationships with other believers.  We can learn 
wonderful things in this environment but keep relationships first. 

• Make sure everyone knows each other’s names.  Have everyone share a little about themselves and how 
life is going right now. 

• The Theology of the Body of Christ: Different and United. 
o This weekend is the Wood City Music Festival! 

 So, let’s talk about the greater Body of Christ.  The Church. 
o One of the greatest schemes of the Devil is to bring division. 

 Division in the world wide Body of Christ. 
 Division in the local church. 
 Division in the family. 
 Division in the individual. 

o I wish this tactic wasn’t so effective.   
 Paul actually used this tactic in Acts 23:6-8. 

• Instead of the crowd all hating Paul, they were not fighting with each other! 
 Let’s be smarter that! 

• Different and United. 
o 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 

 Is Christ divided?  NO!!  Well….ahhh….yes….I guess.  But that is our fault not God’s. 
o One Body.  Romans 12:4-9 

 So we are different by God’s design.  Embrace that. 
• Individually we are different. 
• Local churches are different. 
• Denominations are different. 

 But we are all united in service to Christ. 
• At least that is how it is supposed to work.   

o You belong.  1 Corinthians 12:15-16 
o AND so do they!  1 Corinthians 12:21 

• God is not real big on division in the body because it wrecks His plan. 
o 1 Corinthians 3:16-17  

 The “Temple” is us in the New Covenant, not a building. 
 Division, disengaging, and lack of vision ruin it.  Proverbs 18:9 

• The problem is as much in leadership as it is in the congregation and on the couch 
on Sunday. 

• How do we go forward Different and United? 
o Give up your pride and belong to all!  1 Corinthians 3:18-23  

  But join a group that is getting some work done. 
o Put up with others.  Romans 14:1 – 15:7 

 (maybe compare Romans 14:13 with 1 Corinthians 5:12-13) 
o Closing Scripture: Romans 14:4. 

 I am so glad that I don’t stand before a human court. 
 God is able to make us stand!! 

• Pray for each other before you finish up! 


